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shall Equal —_ throughout 
States and every place subject to its jurisdiction. 


the United 
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THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 


Hazards Of Paid Work 


column ap under the title “The Family Doctor,” 
writes of the health hazards of women in industry. 

The learned Doctor compares the number of acci- 
dents to women, to the number of accidents to men 
among those enga in light work in England, and 
credits women with the astounding percentage of 91 
percent more accidents than men. 

He says that among the chief dangers to women 
who work, are jobs requiring that the body be held in 


the same position, since, he says, such postures have 


a bad influence on tissues. 


Women’s clothing, he declares to be more susceptible — 


to poisonous dusts than that worn by men in the same 
industries. Even the lowly scrub woman, according 
to the Doctor, after clean-up jobs in large office build- 
ings keeping them awake most of the night, often k 
house during the day, making their hours too long. 
Referring to women who hold jobs as porters in rail- 
way stations in Europe, he says that they are observed 
to suffer from deformities of the spine and pelvis. 
_ We do not question the scientific knowledge of the 
Doctor, but we wonder why no one becomes concerned 
about the occupational hazards of women, as long as 
they are not in competition with men for wages in 
their struggle for existence. | 
The strain of sitting in one position at a machine 
or desk cannot compare with the strain of a back 
bent over a washtub. Performing the thousands of 
chores every housekeeper knows, but which are never 
publicized, presents untold hazards. Consult the insur- 


ance companies. 


The typewriter and the sewing machine are recrea- 
tion in comparison with the mechanical work every real 
housekeeper knows. The stooped backs one sees on the 
streets do not all come from working for compensation. 
We would venture to say. that a large proportion—a 

roportion no doctor has ever e from lift- 
i children, moving the furniture, handling the gar- 
bage and—yes—scrubbing the floors, just as does the 
woman who performs the same task in the office build- 
ings. The housekeeper is the unpaid charwoman, and 


_ she is not even a matter of statistical concern. 


As for hazards, women have never been without 
hazards. Examine the 
No one suggests eliminating this hazard. 

Clothing worn women of the present day most 
assuredly is not of the variety of which the Doctor 
speaks, and the boyish bob of the girls in industry is 
little longer than that of their brothers. 

The business of living is a hazardous business. The 
complexities of modern life present mental as well as 
ee hazards. Every woman who keeps house per- 

orms not only physical labor that is hazardous, but she 


- likewise endures the mental and nervous strain of a 


director of finance, stretching the dollar in order to 
balance the budget. She not only balances it on paper, 
but she balances it in food and clothing. 

Accidents befall men in industry, just as they befall 
women. Disease attacks humans without to sex. 

Why not be frank about all this concern about indus- 
trial women, who are paid for their work? Women 
have always been industrial workers, but they haven't 
always been paid for it. 

We do not take them off the streets because of traffic 
hazards. We endeavor to minimize the hazards, Min- 
imize the hazards of industry and both men and 
women will benefit. | 


R. MORRIS FISHBEIN, Editor of the American | 
Medical Association of Hygeia, whose newspaper | 


childbirth mortality statistics. 
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Constitutional Amendment The Solution 
IS 90 pairs ONE WAY IN WHICH ALL THESE INJUSTICES 
since a e group AND DISCRIMINATIONS CAN REMOVED possess ?” were 
able and far-seeing women - ” sy = answer this ion, state 
were brave enough to meet omen by state, I would be here 
and declare for much need- several days, but I will give 


ed reforms in the United 
States. The major reform 
they suggested was woman 
At that time 
no woman hada voteinour tional Committeewoman 


Democratic Party. 
and become an independent sie 


country there were no 
women voters despite the 
fact that the word “male” was not mentioned at that 


time in the Constitution—person, persons, people, and 
electors were referred to, but neither the word “male” 
nor “female” was used. 


life of the country. 
letters to his daughter and the letters which he wrote 
from France and from various parts of this country, 
and read the letters he wrote from America to women 
in France on public questions, I am convinced that at 
least that great leader of the Democratic Party put 
women on as high a mental plane as he did men. 

Every early pioneer man had todepend on the women 
of the family to help him wrest a living from the 
wilderness and to help him build a log cabin and clear 
the fields. Furthermore, on the women devolved en- 


tirely the household duties, such as growing the flax, — 


spinning and weaving and the other occupations which 
meant clothing and food for the household, including 
many times even the hunting of game to keep the pot 
boiling at the fireside, 

Since the framers of the Constitution did not men- 
tion the words “male” or “female” I think many of 
them must have held the belief that women should 
share in the political life of the nation equally with 
men. We can’t blame the framers of the Constitution 
but again it was the courts which decided against 
human rights. 

The courts have never been very kind to the women 
of this country. It was decided years ago that women 
could not vote even though the word “male” was not 
mentioned in the Constitution, but the Supreme Court 
decided that women were not people. The word “male” 
was put in the Constitution after the Civil War. It 
was placed there to give the male ex-slaves the right 
to vote but the female negroes were deprived of it. 

In 1869 the State of Wyoming gave women the right 
of suffrage and gradually a few other states joined 
the procession, but the struggle was not 
ended until the Democratic Administration of Wood- 
row Wilson, when the final vote was given by the 
Democratic State of Tennessee in 1920. Since then 
women have very generally exercised their right of 
suff In some states there are more women reg- 
istered than men so that we now have the means of 
gaining other measures of equality which are 
denied us. This statement very uently startles the 
most broad-minded men to.ask, rights have the 


@ EDITOR’S NOTE: Mrs. Miller, who is Democratic Nea 
for Pennsylvania, is the wife of 
Honorable Carroll Miller, of the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, and a sister of Senator Joseph C. Guffey, of Pennsylvania. 
The address was made in Detroit, Michigan, and was broadcast 
over radio station WZYZ. She is a political power in her own 
state and has long been active in the interest of women and the 


you one 
my own state, Penns 
vania. 


I am a property owner. | 
I cannot mortgage that 
ture of my husband, which 
I think is a very wise law, 
but if h owns 

e can mortgage 

mission, and he and I both 

think that is an unjust 

law, yet I believe we cannot repeal that law in Penn- 
sylvania without some difficulty. 


Search your own state records and you will find 
throughout almost every state there are just such — 
harsh discriminations against women. Therefore there 
is more necessity than ever for women getting farther 
and farther into politics. There is one way in which 
all these discriminations and injustices can be removed 
and that is by the passage of an amendment to the 
Constitution which will make women uith men 
im every state. This will in nowise i ere with state 
rights but it will mean that states cannot in the future 
pass unjust and discriminatory laws to the detriment 
of women, and it will also mean that all such injustices 
of the past will be wiped out. | 


A number of years ago in Pennsylvania the Demo- 
cratic State Committee, which controls the laws of 
the Democratic Party just as the Republican State 
Committee controls the laws for the Republican Party 
passed a law making women equal in all the political 
setup of our party; wherever there was a Democratic 
man as a precinct committeeman, ward committeeman 
or chairman there should be a Democratic woman. Our 
law reads that there must be a chairman and a vice- 
chairman in each county, one of whom must be a 
woman. Some states say that a man must be chair- 
man and a woman vi i but in the Democratic 
Party of Pennsylvania a woman may be chairman or 


she may be vice-chairman; the same applies to a man. 


It is interesting to note that in one of our counties, 
when this law went into effect, the men in Mercer 
County were having a controversy over who should 
be county chairman. It was evident that there was 
to be a real fight in the county committee meet- 
ing so it was sug that a woman who was prom-’ 
inent in politics should be elected chairman and that 
a man should be vice-chairman. This woman, Dr. 
Edith MacBride Dexter, was so efficient that she car- 
ried her county for the Democratic Party for the first 
time since the Civil War and she is now Secretary of 
Health at Harrisburg. Men will find the women are 
much better political workers when they have more 
recognition and equality. 7 

_ We are proud, as citizens of the United States, to — 
talk about the high position which women occupy 
here. Well, we do. occupy a very high position, but is 
there any reason why we shouldn’t occupy a still higher 


(Continued on Page 184) 


‘ country, although in the 

early colonial days women 
did vote occasionally in 
town meetings, but after 

I often think that there must have been some of 
the leaders in the ger Bong who felt that women 
should have an equal r with men in the political 
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The Rights Being 
By Mrs. Roy K. Flannagan, Richmond, Virginia 


@ EDITOR’S NOTE: Text of a speech delivered by Mrs. Flannagan before a group of New © 
Jersey women. Mrs. Flannagan, who was an ardent worker for the Suffrage Amendment twenty 
years ago, is now just as ardent a worker for the proposed Equal Rights Amendment to thd 
Constitution of the United States, assuring to women “Equal Justice Under Law.” She is the wife 
of a prominent Richmond physician and for years has been active in women’s work in Virginia. 


ie SELECTING a title for a talk before this distin- 
guished group of women I chose “The Rights of 
a Human Being” as one I thought might be broad 
in its scope—always a safe thing to do. | 

Upon looking up the definition of a human being— 
I find that “a human being is a man.” The cross-word 
puzzle definition of a man is “a grown-up boy.” 

What I will say now may sound like kinder- 
garten stuff to the veterans in the fight for Equal 
Kights but in the long strides we have made toward 
our goal we must, not get too far ahead of the “run-of- 
the-mine” public, some of whom, down our way, 
“believe it or not,” still think they think “woman’s 
place is in the home.” — 

I don’t know what they expect us to do in the 
home when men have taken over everything from mak- 
ing the bread to washing the babies’ clothes. Most men, 


somehow or other, stili have fixed notions as to what | 


constitutes a woman’s work, and when we refuse to 
spend all our time cooking and darning socks, the poor 
dears are pitifully bewildered and must be dealt with 


gently and diplomatically. 


It has been said that to be “positive is to be wrong 
at the top of one’s voice.” In our zeal for what we call 


“Equal Rights for Women” I wonder if we are not 


a bit hard on these grown-up boys. 

These boys we women brought into the world have 
been trained or not trained, as the case may be, by 
women—through babyhood to manhood—and now we 
spend our time complaining of the product we have 
turned out. How many of us try to impress gently 
but firmly our ideas upon our growing boys and men- 
folk? Such conversation might relieve us a bit of the 
well-known ordeal of a man sitting behind a news- 
paper at breakfast saying not a thing. I wonder if 
they realize how incurably boring this is to a woman 
oe wants to help or be 

How many of us realize what is happening to women 
abroad who are being firmly relegated to the home and 
are being paid bonuses for having babies to be used 
for cannon fodder? Will we just sit and let such things 
come to us? Why must one be hit in the face person- 
ally before overcoming a lazy indiffe to such 
horrors? 

How many of us made ourselves unpppular by pro- 
testing against the World War and are even now ready 
to resist the subtle propaganda which one can see on 
every hand? Even women’s and children’s clothes are 
being fashioned along military lines and/ one finds it 
hard to escape war pictures. Long-delayed negotiations 
for payment of war debts are being hinted at—why? 

Never before has there been such a necessity for 
the practical application of ideals generally held by 
women. How many women are fully conscious of this, 
and care enough to help? With the balance of power 
right in our hands, why do a few have to work their 
heads off to get anything done? Why is it so difficult to 
convince men that we, too, are human beings and that 
it is costing them lots of money, to say the least, by 
stupidly standing out against a tide of determined 


er ee such as only a body of intelligent women can 
offer 

Incidentally, why are the doings of a few hysterical 
clinging vines so often taken by men as a measure for 
all women? 

How many of us remember Anna Howard Shaw’s 
devastating wit and unfailing humor? Maybe we need 
more funny people in the woman movement. If some- 
body could be found to write a lively farce on “Equal 
Rights for Men,” it might help. We might have sam- 
ple characters, such as one of our former. legislators, 
who wanted all the dear ladies on pedestals, and 
threw out his fat arms in an All-embracing welcome, 
as he eloquently pleaded against debasing women: by 
giving them the vote. | 


We might leave a father at home one day to do the 
housework and take care of the children and see what 
would happen. It has been said that a housewife takes 
12,000 steps a day! These men might not by then be 
so sentimental about so-called women’s work, 

However, and notwithstanding, with women inde- 
pendently forging ahead in all fields of endeavor and 
with average success, and with more and more restric- 
tions being placed on man’s big business, we must not 
be too hard on man for trying to keep intact his last 
stronghold, the home. His back is against the wall 
in a stand to keep alive a tradition which has lost much 
of its meaning in the present day. | 

Politically, I am a Democrat, and was glad to see 
in Equal Rights an editorial commending President 
Roosevelt for taking the position in labor legislation 
that laws regulating hours and wages apply to work- 
ers. How absurd to apply them only to women and 
leave the door wide open to men to under-cut them and 
take their jobs. 

We should get down td the business of making our 
President more fully understand what we want.. We 
converted one Democratic President, Woodrow Wilson, 
and thereby got the vote, and I-firmly believe we have a 
splendid chance of getting what we want from Presi- 

ent Roosevelt. Many women who want the Equal 
Rights Amendment supported him up to the hilt, and 
as one of those women I believe he will not fail us.. 

We know that President Roosevelt has recognized a 
few women in just the way we desire. 

I notice in newspaper reports of governmental activ- 
ities regarding maximum hours and minimum wages 
the term “women and children” no longer seem such 
inseparable twins as formerly. | 

In Virginia I feel that things are looking up a bit. 
Dr. Sidney B. Hall, Superintendent of Education, has 
asked for an equal salary scale for women school 
teachers in primary grades a a the assumption that 
children’s characters are developed during this period 
from dependence to independence. 

One of the candidates for Lieutenant Governor asked 
“full participation by women in public affairs with the 


(Continued on Page 184) 
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LUCRETIA MOTT 


The Greatest American Woman—Lucretia Mott. | 
By Lloyd C. M. Hare. The American Histo 
Society. New York. $3. | 


Reviewed by ALMA LUTZ 


Every reader of this magazine will welcome a biog- 
raphy of Lucretia Mott. Lucretia Mott, Eliza 
Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Lucy Stone are 
to the history of the Woman’s Movement what George 
Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and 
Abraham Lincoln are to the history of this cofntry’s 
experiment in government. There have been too few 
biographies of great women, but there will be more, 
for women are becoming conscious that they too have 
a glorious history. ) 

Members of the Woman’s Party are especially in- 
terested in Lucretia Mott because their Equal Rights 
Amendment is named in her honor. They will want 
to read the life story of this remarkable woman who 
saw so clearly that women had a contribution to make 
to society, equal to men’s, and an equal responsibility 
in public affairs. i 

Mr. Hare has placed Lucretia Mott against the back- 
ground of the anti-slavery crusade in which she of 
course played an important part. He has given an in- 
teresting picture of those stirring days and of the men 
and women who worked with her. He has also given 
an illuminating account of the movements liberalizi 
the Church, particularly of the Hicksite Quakers wi 
whom Lucretia Mott associated herself. Nor does he 
overlook her genuine interest in the Woman’s Rights 
cause, and he treats it sympathetically. 

I wish, however, that this biography had been writ- 
ten by a woman who could have understood all that 
Lucretia Mott’s independent spirit and her natural ac- 
ceptance of woman’s share in public life have meant 
to the women of future generations. 


Lucretia Mott is the perfect example of how women 
can bring up large families, harmoniously and happy, 
and at the same time take part intelligently and effec- 
tively in world affairs. 

She made a great contribution as a Quaker minister. 
Seeking comfort in her religion after the death of her 
baby, she was moved to speak at the Friends’ Meeting. 
After that she spoke frequently and her remarks were 
so helpful that she was called to the ministry. Her 
religious development through the long years of her 
ministry is an inspiring study. Her liberalism and tol- 
erance, her clear thinking and analysis of time-hon- 
ored theological doctrines, her courage in being true 


_to her convictions, and her lack of bitterness in facing 


the persecution directed against her because she was 
a Hicksite, prove her greatness. 


She was one of the first women to become active in 


the anti-slavery crusade. She not only attended the 
Anti-Slavery Convention in Philadelphia in 1833, but 
was moved to speak at a time when the convention 
needed leading in the right direction. From then on 
she devoted a great deal of her time to the anti-slavery 
movement, organizing a Female Anti-Slavery Society 
which was the forerunner of many others throughout 


the country, breaking the tradition that women should 


take no interest in reform movements. She was sent 
as a delegate to the World’s Anti-Slavery Convention 
in London in 1840 and not allowed to take her seat be- 


cause she was a woman. It was here that she met 


Elizabeth Cady Stanton and a friendship developed 


which had great influence on the Woman’s Rights 
Movement and led to the calling of the first Woman’s 
Rights Convention in Seneca Falls in 1848. 


_ All her life Lucretia Mott was closely associated 
with Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony 
in their work for the emancipation of women. Be- 
cause she was not bound by religious beliefs about the 
inferiority of women and women’s sphere, she was able 
to take her stand naturally and courageously. She 
made enemies because of her liberal keioas views, 
but no one could hear her speak or plead for women 
without being si hag by her sincerity, her poise, 
her wisdom, and her kindness. 
__ She was interested in other movements for the bet- 
terment of society—temperance, peace, liberal divorce 
laws which would be fairer to women, and higher 
wages for workers. | 

She was all this, and yet she was not a saint, aloof 
and on a pedestal, but a real woman, with weaknesses 
as well as virtues, with troubles and family cares; and 
there were times when criticism cut deeply and even 
her sense of humor and her brave spirit did not ward 
off its effects. | 

In my opinion, Mr. Hare has not made Lucretia 
Mott a real person, but a saint who walks across a 
stage turbulent with reform movements. The book 
lacks an index which is a necessity, and a bibliography. 
It is not a book equal to its subject, but I am grateful 


‘for it because it is a sincere effort to give a great 


woman the place she deserves in American history. 


Successful Virginia Meetings 

At the annual meeting of the Virginia Branch, 
National Woman’s Party, held in Richmond November 
8, amendment to the constitution extending the 
term/of office of the president from two to three years, 
with the result that Mrs. Elsie Graff will serve as 
president for another year. Mrs. Graff has accom- 
ome a great deal through the Virginia Branch and 
her work received the commendation of the member- 


ship. 

Helen Hunt West, Editor of Equal Rights, was the 
speaker, and outlined to the Virginia Branch the cam- 
paign for the Equal Rights Amendment, now under 
way. Mrs. West spoke the following day at a luncheon 
meeting attended by more than sixty Richmond 
women, representing five or six organizations other 
than the Woman’s Party. She spoke on the proposed 
‘Amendment, the necessity for it and what the Amend- 
ment would accomplish. 

Interest in the Amendment was evidenced by the 
propounded, and the requests for Woman’s 

arty literature. | 


Order Your Copy 


NOW and THEN, a picture magazine with offices 
at 507 Fifth Avenue, New York City, announces that 
its January 1 issue will contain pictures of the suffrage 
and equal rights campaigns which will be of great 
interest to members of the National Woman’s Party. 

Copies are available at the above address or your 
own newsdealer. Order your copy now, so that the 
NOW and THEN of the Suffrage and Equal Rights 
movements may be secured as a souvenir. 

_ Libraries, schools and colleges which often ask for 
pictures of the suffrage campaign, will undoubtedly be 
glad to take occasion to order copies. 

The price is ten cents. All members of the National 
Woman’s Party will want copies for their personal files. 


: 
$ 
% 
3 


Page 182 - BQUAL RIGHTS December 15, 1937 
A Feminist Thinks It Over To Rosika Schwimmer 


By ALMA LUTZ | 


For a long time I have been wondering why there is 
such antagonism to the word, Feminism, and why 
women are so afraid of being classed as Feminists. 

Time and time again, I have heard intelligent, able 
women advocate measures which would give women 

ual opportunity with men, and then add apologetic- 
ally, “But understand, I am no Feminist.” I have 
read excellent magazine articles analyzing woman’s 
status, her needs, and weaknesses and have been aghast 
at the eagerness with which their authors have re- 
pudiated Feminism and the Feminists. 


Of course we can easily understand why some men 
deride Feminism and why those interested in sp 
ing Fascist propaganda poke fun at it and do their best 
to make women ashamed of being classed as Feminists. 
But why women fall in with their plans is incompre- 
hensible. My only explanation is that women have not 
yet learned to be themselves and still strive to be what 
men want them to be or what they think men want 
them to be. 

The propaganda against Feminists is very similar 
to that used against the first women who advocated 
the higher education of women and woman suff 


- They were called “hyenas in petticoats.” We are called 
Feminists. are told, as they were, that we are 
trying to ape men, wear men’s clothes, take on their 


bad habits, yo away their jobs, put them in the 
kitchen, take over the management of the world and 
bungle it horribly. And we are told in addition that 
our few years of partial freedom have proved that we 
do not like it, that we are incapable of handling it, that 
we are not physically fitted to cope with the complex 
life of business and government. Of course we can 
shut our eyes and believe this if we want to. But if 
we have gf spirit, we'll face the facts and be proud 
not only of what women have accomplished during 
these last few years of greater freedom, but during the 
years when their sphere was limited, and in the re- 
~ mote past when they played a great part in evolving 
civilization. 

Let us see what Feminism really means. Webster 
defines it as “the theory, cult, and practice of those 
who hold that present laws, conventions, and condi- 
tions of society prevent the free and full development 
of woman and who advocate such changes as will do 
away with undue restrictions on her political, social, 
and economic conduct and relations.” 


Certainly this is nothing to be afraid of or to draw. 


one’s skirts away from. 


A Feminist has a certain self-res that other 


women lack. She knows she is a free-born human be- 
ing with a right to develop and do whatever work in 
the world seems best to 
knows that women are not weaklings nor inferior men- 


er as an individual. She: 


tally. She wants laws and social customs to leave her 
_ free to develop her personality and choose her work. 


Feminists of today are keeping the world safe for | 
women. They are guarding women’s hard-earned 
freedom. They are watching business and ated 


ment policies to see that they do not te 


against women. They are campaigning for an equal 


status with men before the law. They are urgi 
women to take a larger share of the responsibilities 


government. With such aims and desires, they will: 


build a better world. 


The presentation of an internationally collected 
World Peace Prize of $7,000 to Rosika Schwimmer took 
place at a public meeting Saturday, December 4, in 


the Starlight Roof of the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, New 


York City. 
Mrs. Lola Maverick Lloyd presided and made the 


ee age of the Peace Prize. Inez Haynes Irwin, 
Kirchwey, Elmer Rice and Dr. Evan W. Thomas 


‘were among the speakers. Blanche Yurka, well-known 


actress, gave a dramatic reading of Alfred Noyes’ sa- 
tiric peace poem “A Victory Dance.” 

In observance of the twenty-second anniversary of 
the Ford Peace Expedition, an invitation to all sur- 
viving members of the Expedition to attend the meet- 

was extended by Katherine Devereux Blake, B. 

. Huebsch and Mrs. Lola Maverick Lloyd who were 
important participants in the Peace Ship and later in 
the Ford Neutral Conference for Continuous Medi- 
ation in 1915. 

Madame Rosika Schwimmer in response to the man- 
date of the hundreds of individuals and organizations 
who sponsored the award and contributed to the fund 
spoke on “The Unfinished Business of the Ford Expedi- 
tion—World Government.” 

Mrs. Lioyd and Mrs. Irwin are members of the Wo- 
man’s Party National Council. 


Equal Rights Campaign 

Throughout the United States there are women who 
feel very intensely about the Equal Rights Amendment 
and desire to work effectively for its passage in the 
coming session of Congress. Unless members of Con- 
—_ ear from these women they have no way of 

owing that they want them to vote favorably and to 
work for adoption of the Amendment. 

Replying to requests for information from women 
as to how So may help in the campaign, the follow- 

ons are e, 


su 
myn e members of Congress are at home, take to 


them representing women’s organizations, 
urging their support. You, yourself write, and ask as 
many others as possible to write to every member of 
Congress from your state, requesting both a favorable 
vote and assistance in securing favorable votes. Write 
immediately to all members of both the Senate and 
House Judiciary Committees urging that they vote 
favorably. 

Favorable reports must be received from these two 


committees. It is therefore important that each mem- 


ber hear from women throughout the country urging 
women want it. 


favorable action, in order that he may know that 


Prospect 5858 Est. 1922 
Investment Service for Women Only 
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WOMEN’S SERVICE DEPARTMENT 


1009 South Grand Ave. Los Angeles, Cal. 


GERTRUDE GEORGE, Chairman for Equal Rights Petition, West 
era — Director Business Woman's Legislative Council of 
Calif secured 148,000 signatures for Equal Rights Amend- 
ment petition for Califernia alone. 
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Equal Rights Imply N. C. Of W. Asks Equal Rights 

Equal Responsibilities _ Between Men And Women 

ashington, who believes The National Council of W with which th 

thab political thereby National Party affilia held its biennial 


expanding their “housekeeping,” says in a letter to the 
Seattle Star: 
There is no civilized country in the whole world 
which more women are chosen for office than in Ameri- 
ca. It seems strange, when we boast so loudly (a praise 
in which I share) of the excellent character and ability 
of American women that all the way from London to 
Moscow, women are judges, mayors, senators, legisla- 
tors, members of parliament, etc., etc.—far more in 
high offices than with us. It is overlooked that more 
than half of the physicians in Russia are women— 
that there are high officials in Berlin, Paris, Copen- 
hagen, ete., who are women. 


It is an old empty vaporing that the “place for 
women is the home”—even so, and more, and because 


of it—the place for women is in public office, where 


ability “to keep house” is requirement Number One. 
For the public welfare, men and women should see to 
it that more women fill our public offices. Equal rights 
imply equal responsibilities. 


Irish Leader To Visit America 


Word has been received from Mrs. Hanna Sheehy 
Skeffington, noted Irish feminist leader, that she is 
leaving Dublin, Ireland, this month for the United 
States and will lecture in New York in January. 


From New York she plans to come to Washington, 
D. C., for a visit. 


Mrs. Skeffington was a ‘delegate to several peace 
conferences, is a former judge in the Irish courts and 
is well known as an editor, author and critic. Her hus- 
band was Francis Skeffington, a noted pacifist, who 
with several others was murdered during the uprising 
of 1916. It developed that they had no part in the 
uprising, but were arrested by a British officer while 
trying to stop looting. The officer, Bowen Colthurst, 
who made the arrests, was tried for the murders but 
was declared insane. 


Mrs. Skeffington is an advocate of equal rights for 
women with men. 


Library Head Is Appointed 


Mrs. Emma Guy Cromwell, of Frankfort, Kentucky, 
has been appointed director of the de t of 
library and archives by Governor Chandler. 

The appointment completed the reorganization of 
the state government provided for in the 1936 reorgan- 
ization act, the library department being the last to 


a, Cantrill, of Lexington, had been acting 
rs. n, | 
head of the department. 

Under the reorganization act, the department of 
library and archives takes over all functions hereto- 
fore vested in the Kentucky Library Commission, the 
state library, the law library and the library extension 


division. 
of the State 


Mrs. Cromwell was elected Secretary 
in 1928, being the first woman to hold that position in 
Kentucky. In 1927 she became the state’s first woman 
treasurer and served in that capacity for four years. 
She formerly was state librarian. was born in 
Simpson County in 1869. oe 


convention at the Beethoven Association, New York 
City, on December 2, 19387. Ruth Haller Ottoway, for- 
mer President of the National Federation of Music 
Clubs, was re-elected President; Mrs. Ella A. Boole, 
President of the World W. C. T. U., First Vice-Presi- 
dent; Jane Norman Smith, Vice-Chairman of the 
National Woman’s Party, Second Vice-President; Mrs. 
Edgerton Parsons, Chairman, U. S. Mainland Commit- 
tee, Pan-Pacific Women’s Association, Third Vice- 
President; Mrs. R. R. Moton, President, National As- 
sociation of Colored Women, Fourth Vice-President; 
Mrs. Harold V. Milligan, National Kindergarten Asso- 
ciation, Recording Secretary ; Mrs. Frank Evans, Y 
Women’s Mutual Improvement Association, Correspon 
ing : Mrs. Charles J. Reeder, Woman’s 
Christian T Union, Treasurer. 

Mrs. Sarah Thompson Pell, chairman of the Na- 
tional Council, Mrs. Lloyd Williams, Mrs. Robert N. 
Errington and Mrs. Lois Pierce Hughes were delegates 
from the National Woman’s Party. 

Two resolutions, which are of particular interest, and © 
which were unanimously adopted are: 

the International Council of Women 
has affirmed its profound conviction that it is only 
by permitting women to play a full and respon- 
sible part in the political, economic and intellectual 
life of their country, that the civilization and 
prosperity of future oo may be developed 
on a sound basis general understanding and 
development; be it 

Resolved, That the National Council of Women 
recommends that its member organizations work 
for equality of rights between men and women, 
to the that the equality of rights may as 


in the United 


WHEREAS there has been a greater demand for 
than for any 


A resolution introduced by Ida B. Wise Smith, 
President of the W. C. T. U., i 
General to issue a Frances 
unanimously adopted. 


other commemorative stamp issued by the Post i 
Office Department ; be it 
Resolved, That the National Council of Women | 
States to make the Susan B, Anthony stamp a per- 
What Better Christmas Gift? 
What better Christmas gift for a woman than a subscription 
to Equal Rights? 
status under the law and in the economic field, which means the | 
conditions under which she lives. 
Through Equal Rights you may inform her how to help to 
better her status and that of her daughter, her granddaughter 
and other women of future generations. 
Send in $1 for each subscription you desire to give as a | 
Christmas gift, together with the names of those to whom you 
desire that Equal Rights be sent, and we will notify them in 
time for Christmas. | 
Make yeur contribution to the cause and at the same time 
make your gift a real gift—a woman’s gift to a woman! | 
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footing. tis. towards that end that the women, to 
whatever" party they belong, should work. 


“Tt is; of course, a matter of pride to me as a member 
of the Democratic Party, that President Roosevelt has 
recognized women in an equal way with men—the first 
woman member of the Cabinet, the first woman no 
mat, and. now a second one appointed, and the 
woman Director of the Mint, and many other appoint- 
ments for women to high positions. I know that every» 
woman approves of this attitude. The President has. 
gone further than this. He has now taken the attitude 
thatf there are to be minimum wages and maximum. 
hours for women, the same should apply to men— 
. otherwise the wage situation in this country will always 
be uncertain if we have special or discriminatory leg- 
islation for women alone. 


Therefore, let us as women, irrespective of par 
encourage the President in this move and let us wi n 


_ our own parties ask the removal of whatever injus- 


Solution For: Woinen 


from Page 179) she ever heard the cheerful voice with a Scottish 


” Helen Keller has never seen Mary Agnes Thomson 
—or “Polly” Thomson, as she is better known—nor 


accent of her constant companion. Yet she was able 


| be a “character witness” at the ceremony. of admit- 
Not than thes men, but: gust on am equal 


ting Miss Thomson to citizenship in the United States. 


' The marvel does not grow less with the retel- 
ling’ of the 


story of how, with the assistance of — 
“Teacher’ Mrs. Anne Sullivan Macy, the blind, oo 


-. Child became able to see with her fingers and to 


and pronounce aright the words of our speech with ns 


= ample vocabulary. How spacious it is a few sentences 


from her own letters will suggest. Speaking of what 


_ she saw from the tower of the mgr. State Building, 
she wrote: 


. mantie structure wrought by human brains and 
hands that is to the burning eye of the sun a rival 

- Juminary. I saw it stand erect and serene in the 
_ midst of storm and the tumult of elemental com- 
‘motion. I heard the hammer of Thor ring when 

the shaft began to rise upward. I saw the uncon- 

querable steel, the flash of testing flames, the 

sword-like rivets. I heard the steam drills in pan- 

demonium. I saw countless skilled workers weld- 


tice still remains, whether it be in party aes | 
or in any — of pouticnl activity. 


ing together that mighty symmetry. I leoked upon 
the marvel of frail yet indomitable hands that 
lifted the tower to its dominating height. * * * 
In that giant shaft I see a groping toward beauty 


(om... 


“The Rights Of A Human Being 


election and appointment of highly Raland women te 
important government posts.” 
| ur Governor-elect, James H. Price, once acted. 


sponsor for one of our Equal Rights ‘Pills and for the 


first and only time got it favorably re rted out of 
the committee. I hope he still feels same way 
about equality. 


These gains may be only straws in the wind but they 
show which way that wind is blowing. It seems to us - 
a far cry from the time when our requests were met | 
However emo- — 
tional and illogical our men may be, they are begin- - 
ning to be conscious of the fact that women have the | 
vote and that we now demand. rights instead of asking 


with jeers or an impatient tolerance. 


- gave her. Scotland has in her 


_and spiritual vision. I am one of those who see 
and yet believe.” 


Does not the of Miss Keller 
that all who become residents of this country should 
make effort to acquire a spea and Ther know]- 
edge of the language of our country? The ve no 

uch difficulty as Miss Keller had to Sninniene. And as | 
for Miss Thomson, all Americans who know her would | 
be glad to join in the testimonial which Miss Keller 
rson and in her missior 
made a new and unique contribution to the land which 
so much.—New York Temes; December 


In the admission of Miss Thomson to United States 


citizenship this country adds to the national family 


a most useful member. The circumstance is worthy of 
note. Helen Keller, her “character witness,” of whom 
women of the world are extremely proud, was an hon- 
ored member of the National Woman’ 8 Party during 


favors 
a T find Virginia laws, on the whole, very well equal- the campaign for the vote. 


ized as to the rights of men and women. Contrary to 
reports, we have an equal guardianship law, except as_ 
regards the wages of a minor child. - 
; This rambling chat is.an effort to be helpful and I — 
_ hope will, in a measure. show the reasons for my inter- 
est in the “Richts of a Human Being.” That se — 


EQUAL RIGHTS EXTENDS GREETINGS! 


At the time this issue of EQUAL RIGHTS makes its appear- 
ance, there will be in full swing in Washington, D. C., the 
_ National Woman’s Party biennial conference, held prelim- 
_ inary to launching a concerted drive to secure passage of the 
Equal Rights Amendment during the coming session of Con- 
gress, which convenes in January. 
Party, on Capitol Hill, is in gala attire and is hostess to mem- 
bers of the organization from many states. 


Tough Assignment 


to an International News Service dispatch 
will embark shortly for “one e toug assign- 

. Man wants to tackle.” during suffrage days, and a 
- The assignment.is teaching children of Fisherman | 1415 program. 
Holger Johnson, who lives on Isle Royal in Lake Supe- RIGHTS extends greetings! Vi 

which is icebound for six months of the year. 
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